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liational affairs had imagined it to be. Russia’s pact' 
•with Germany had created a situation -which -was at 
once baffling ; at least for man who did not see eye to 
eye ■with communists in all matters. He could not 
back the Russian action, because he believed that the 
cause of anti-Fascism was dear to his heart. Then 
should he support Britain ? That would mean helping 
a country which his Marxism and Nationalism told 
him was Imperialist. The Labour Party of England 
had done so, while the Communist Party was calling 
the Chamberlain Government Imperialist. Nehru, 
who has hated both these parties in the past, while 
learning much from both, found that he should again 
follow the middle way. 

To Gandhi, war was a similar trying experience. 
For over twenty years he had talked about Non- 
violence as the best weapon to avert war. He had 
used this weapon against Britain, and he had advised 
foreign nations such as Ethopians, Chinese and Czechs 
to practise non-violence against aggression. While 
Pacifism had ceased to be the same force in Europe, 
it was in 1914, and while many of those British 
Pacifists, who had courted imrpisonment in 1914, were 
now all out for help to Colonel Blimp, Gandhi still 
citing to his creed. Pacifism did not mean to him, as it 
did to his Western prototypes merely calling of world 
conferences for disarmament, and redistribution of 
colonies ; it was part and parcel of his very existence, 
a weapon to be used not only in political sphere, bu 
also in every walk of life, be it a religious dispute or a 
matter relating to everyday conduct of man. 

He considered war to be a holly horror let loose b 




that the British may not go too far in their war against 
Germany. He would not have Germany to be 
trampled and destroyed. His own experience of 
British rule in India confirmed his suspicions about 
British war aims. 

Thus Gandhi's attitude in 1939 towards Britain 
was that its cause was negatively right. It was fighting 
to stop aggression. It should have avoided fighting. 
War is an evil at any rate. But since it was fighting 
Gandhi could have . only sympathy for it, but could 
not give it material help. He did not want Britain 
to be licked, but thought if the British took war 
into Germany, we may have Versailles all over again. 
On the whole be wanted to wait and see how the 
events shaped themselves. 

Nehru, who had also his doubts about Britain’s 
war aims could not afford to wait. He was also 
concerned about safety of London and did not want 
the Germans to be treated as at Versailles, but he 
lavished no sentimentalism on either. His view 
was cleat. Chamberlain Government was Imperialist. 
War against Fascism was not wrong if Britain applied 
the right of self-determination to India. Let it do so. 

The Working Committee resolution of September; 
1939, after saying that India was opposed to Fascism ; 
which it considered aHn to Imperialism, put the 
following question to Britain : — 

“ If the war is to defend the status quo of 
Imperialist possessions, colonies, vested interests 
and privileges, then India can have nothing to do 
with it. 

If, however, the issue is democracy and a world- 
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Chaura incident. This preventive iviolence was 
apparently different in his eyes from the deliberate 
violence used either by the state or the people. 

Again in case of Abyssinia, the Congress policy 
was one of sympathy towards resistance of the 
Echopians, while Gandhi, though he had asked them 
to use non-violence, had not sought to exaggerate 
this difference between his philosophy and Congress 
foreign policy. Dealing with Spain and Czechoslo- 
vakia he had similarly let, the Congress go ahead with 
its plan while he registered bis note of dissent. 

So now. that Congress had hitched its wagon to 
collective resistance to aggression, Gandhi did not 
stand in its way. 

Instead he stressed the need of solidarity in 
backing up the Congress demand. His view was 
that the Working Committee demand in order to be 
effective should be backed by all. 

That came as a considerable shock to those astute 
wire pullers at Whitehall, who had been for some 
time past telling the people across the Atlantic how 
good to Britain the old little Gandhi was f They had 
imagined him a patron saint of theirs, a sort of second 
Saint George while Nehru was the echo of Kremlin’s 
voice in India. But they had greater shocks in store 
for them. 

Gandhi was carefully watching the British reaction 
to Working Committee resolution. It was clear to see 
that Whitehall was ignoring the resolution and 
instead flying a kite. The' plan was to backup the 
Muslim League in its campaign of two-nation theory 
and atrocity mongering thus on the one hand creating 



bopKTpL . =44 si' 31 'SSZViS JO SidOSd 3tp 

JO E3saia5nr 3q3 3 qnop puoiaq s^usssid^i sssjfnoQ 
3q3 aaq3 ijqeqipsnnun tmoqs aAaq sxesA 3ueD3^ 
•S 3 aB 3 g sqa JO sjdosd 3q3 Jo 3'Bq3 30 suBrajBssnjAj 
3q3 JO 3Bq? 03 pasoddo assJ33tn sifuis tb 30u SBq qj 
■p33JO JfO SSBp JO 3ApOSdS333I BipOJ JO S3SSBIII 3SBA 
3q3 -iBAii B 5 noq 3 iM ^tuuao ® jjBq-3UO JOj p33n353qd3i 
SBq qBq3 jCpoq ano aq3 sr 3i 3Bq3 3i JO pjBS aq ubd qi 
ApoqSuis 03 sonajjo 3noq3i^^ '^poq 3AisnjDinj|B ub si 
ssa30ao^ 3q3 3Bq3 iiiB3tiiBtn j 'Ssaj^uoQ aqq SuiqjoEqqB 
puB snosuBdinoo JupaBip jo adBqs aq3 ni aqaqsp 
aqq ui jnoABp qBqitoBj pjo aqq qoj paqBdaqdun sbm j 
• puBj0U3 puB Bipuj oq qqoq aoiAiassip qoupsip b aq 
ppoM aqnqounf siqq qB qjBd £m no aouaps sdaqqaj 
: iqpiiB0 piBg -qjoqaj dJBqs B qqi/n qno auiEo puE jib 
aqq uf ja0aBp quaos oq 3[omb sb/a UEin pjo aqq qBqq 
uaqq japuoAi o^^j 'Rpo^O qjnBSSB ub qoBj ui sBia 
qpq aqq /Aopq qi 0upqiq puB ssaaguoQ fni^OBqqy 

•ajdoad qspiqg jo seal uiBjjaqmBq^ 
JO JO piqojnqQ uoqsur^ -jj^ jo quaraujaAog aqq 
uBqq aAiqBquasajdai ajoui sba^ qi ‘qspBUjnoC psqgng 
UB £q ^puaoaj qno paquiod sbaa sb ‘i[TjEnq3y 

•JBAvod qqiAi. 

paqstijqua aq oq aAjasap qou pip ajojajsqq puB ajdoad 
aqq jo aApaquasBJdaJun sb/a ssajguoQ qaqq aajd aqq 
aouapj ’paqnjaj aq oq psq aaMiraui03 gupjjo^ aqq jCq 
paouBApB squamngjB aqq ji guiddoqo oigoj amos ur 
aSjnpui oq pBq uiBqng ‘ajaqAiasja puB Boijauiy ur 
psqsqqnd uaaq paq uopnjosaj ssajguoQ aqj^ 

•suiqsnj/^ 

JO aApBquasajdajun sb ssajguo^ aqq gupipajasip 
jaqqo aqq uo puB ‘uiBqug qsuiBgB aAOtu ssajguoQ 
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which has asked for a clear definition of the British 
intentions. :If the British are fighting for the freedom 
of all then their representatives have to state in the 
clearest possible terms that the freedom of India is 
necessarily included in the war aims. The context 
of such freedom can only be decided by Indians and 
them alone. Surely it is wrong for Lord Zetland 
•to complain, as he does though in gentle terms that 
the Congress should at this juncture, when Britain 
is engaged iii a life and death struggle ask for a clear 
declaration of British intentions. I suggest that the 
Congress has done nothing strange or less than 
honourable in asking for such a declaration. Only 
a free India’s help is of value. And the Congress has 
every right to know that it can go to the people and 
tell them that at the end of the war India’s status as 
an independent country is as much assured as that of 
Great Britain. As a friend of the British, I therefore 
appeal to English statesmen that they will forget the 
old language of imperialists and open a new chapter 
for all those who have been held under imperial 
bondage.” 

The English, however, were in no mood to heed 
the advice of such “friends.” That world had lost 
the meaning that was attached to it in prewar 
days.' The friends of yesterday were enemies of 
today. Adolf Hitler whom the British ruling class 
were never tired of calling a friend since his 
rise in 1933 because it suited them to ' use 
Germany as a buffer State between Bolshevism and 
Western Europe; now all of a sudden ceased to be a 
friend and became an enemy. Similarly Gandhi was 
their friend, so long as the Congress ministries 
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The tempo of repression had increased following 
the resignations of Congress ministers, when full 
powers were vested in a White Bureaucracy responsi- 
ble to no one except itself. Could the Working 
Committee stand by passively while picked young men 
were shoved off into prison ? It met on November 25 
to consider the situation. The left supported by the 
followers of Subhas Bose demanded action. It was 
asked why Civil Disobedience was being delaved. 
Working Committee members on Gandhi’s invitation 
declared that the country was not yet prepared for 
struggle. 

The British Government on the other hand was 
ready to attack. As the situation on Western Front 
hung fire it could open up a front against Indian 
Nationalists. 

Gandhi’s advice was constructive programme, 
Khadi work and service of Harijans. That was his 
method of political work in the country when there 
was enough excitement, but no morale to back up a 
prolonged fight. Back in 1933, he had sought to 
absorb unrest among people in such a programme. 

Besides lack of preparedness, there was, he thought 
danger of communal friction. So it was better to 
let the storm in the Muslim league tea cup subside 
before taking any step. 

But one swallow does not make a summer and 
Gandhi’s patience, however great showed signs of 
exhaustion, towards the beginning of the new year. 

On February 14, he gave an interview which was 
the first step toward the break with Britain which 
came after Ramgarh. He said : — 

‘‘ Lord Zetland’s recent pronouncement, if re- 
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Nationalism and British Imperialism were irreconcil- 
ably opposed to each other. Either the one must 
triumph or the other. British Imperialism must be 
toned down in its attitude towards India, but it could 
not satisfy the demands of Nationalists. 

Thus on the eve of Ramgarh Congress, Gandhi and 
Nehru who both had their differences with each other 
at the outbreak of war,. were drawing nearer to each- 
other. Six months of parleying with Britain had 
convinced them that it was hard to please 
Britain. Britain had no war aims except to keep the 
balance of power in Europe, and make Poland as 
Bernard Shaw put it “ the gun-emplacement for 
establishing Ramanoff dynasty in Ruasia. " 

The British who had banked on hopes of disunity 
in the country and inside the Congress were sadly 
disappointed, as Gandhi and Nehru, each in turn 
unmasked their hypocrisy about India. 

The niantle of presidentship for Ramgrah Congress 
was laid on the shoulders of a man who was neither a 
whole-hogging follower of Gandhi nor of Nehru but 
represented a synthesis of the ideas of both and could 
.thus best guide the nation. 



LI 


*aai3iH JO P«e Hspug 
aqj JO aatp ‘dnjsiojBjDtp siq uasMaaq aoioqo s psq iaqj 
3Bq3 raaq3 flaj 03 pamiaas ajj •j03B30ip tb pagao-f uiaq 
JO piBjqs 30U SBM api •diqsao 3 B 30 ip jo aga ua saM 
3j ’sjaAio’d ijnj rniq SAtS 3 smn i:3q3 iExjunoD aq3 
03 toiq pa3uaM Xaq3 Jt 3aq3 sa3a0a|ap aq3 p|03 poa 
a{qa 3 aq3 «o pafueq ajlOu aq 3aq3 tiiB 3 pg jo aoaj «i 
^ooqs £{snopajd paq aq qotqA\ 3 SIJ paqau si;q3 saA^3I 

*patnoop sa/A 31 Jo 33oqs jpj aaAaoijAi 
‘aoua{oiA-noa pua q3nJ3 Fuiaq pa3uno3 3TBq3 
/Cjuo aq 3 ‘puajfug jo ifuatoaar) ‘saM mpoMi spq oqM 
33aj aq3 jo ssajpja^oj ‘asp pas^au aqa q3iM pa3|oa33B 
iqpuB 0 ‘msiosaj 3 SuibSb aooj^ opajoomaQ aumuag 
a JO uopamjoj aq3 pamoDjaAv 31 *CDSt|apadtoi qspug 
paa ojsiZBjvj qaoq 03 pasoddo sbai aj 
-saadrar aqa aAag qoiqAi aganguaj a ur sanauiaounoa 
-oad sar aqaop ^pqns 03 paq ssaafuo^ aqj, uapaaj 
ssaaguoQ aaq 30 ifua jo jaqa uaqa uopua 33 a aaoui 
pa33aa33a saoaaja 33 n siq vCjqaapaut sappag ‘Bipnj 
JO spuamap jaaiA aqa uo ssajpUOQ aqa pua tnrq uaaiaaaq 
uoraido JO aouaaajjip ou sbai aaaqa sa miq jo iCpuapaad 
-apui daas ilua aqaa pjnoo ssaaguo^ aaqa amgarai 03 
ajnorjjip sb/a aj 'aq pjno/A oAom axau siq aaqAi 04 sa 
guiquiqa aipuj |Bopqod aapua aqa ass uraga aoao paq 
iqpoBQ ‘uiaaiag 3 a gupaoinaq auaasisuoo siq £g 

unoa^VH lavad ox Hwowva Koaa 

II HaXdVHD 


They could choose whichever one they liked only 
they should remember that while Hitler had to burn 
a Reichstag and kill thousands of his opponents to 
become dictator, he was a bloodless dictatorship. 
They let him have his way. The fate of the nation 
was in his hands. Just as the members of the Parlia- 
ment after the dethronement of King Charles gave 
themselves upto Cromwell, so the Congress delegates 
headed by their President M. Azad surrendered the 
keys of the household to him. Gandhi was delegated 
full powers at Ramgath. 

The Left wing Congressmen headed by Nehru 
and Jai Parkash Narain also willy-nilly fell in line 
with him. The Russian invasion of Finland, and the 
refusal of British Socialists to come to aid of their 
prototypes in India had created no little confusion in 
left ranks, while the communists and several soci- 
alists called the war an Imperialist ; and while Nehru 
and Jai Parkash argued on the lines reminiscent of 
Lenin's speech at Zurich Congress of socialists during 
the war, in practice they let Gandhi have his way. 

For the Indian left there were only two ways, to 
preach the doctrine of revolutionary defeatism against 
war or to strike at Britain in particular and. get 
freedom for India and make support for war 
conditional on it. We have seen that they followed 
the latter policy. But they soon found that situated 
as they were with their large Proletarian and 
Peasant following, they were inevitably drawn towards 
communist policy. This Nehru, did not want. He 
had condemned Soviet aggression against Finland 
and he did not take the communist orthodox line in 
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own tribute to Gandhi's statesmanship, but also ex- 
pressed the sentiments of the man in the street in the 
perplexing situation in which India found itself. The 
faith which sustained the soul of Gandhi was also the 
faith which made Maulana Azad and the man in the 
street . look to Gandhi for guidance. In an age of 
economic and political unrest only very strong class 
conscious Marxists could remain without a faith. The 
average man in India especially after the cataclysinic 
changes of war was more and more in need of a faith 
in somebody who could deliver the goods. As the 
caterpillars of destruction rolled on the European 
plains, with aeroplanes roaring overhead and guns 
booming on land ; no doubt as he heard all this din 
around him, it jarred on the nerves of the average 
Indian, and like his prototypes elsewhere he wanted 
somebody to guide him, someone to lead him to 
action.' , 

So the popularity of Gandhi, if anything in- 
creased after the war. Since to be ruled by a strong 
man was the fashion everywhere why not have one 
in India ? 

But Gandhi was not anxious for hurling his legions 
into the jaws of death, as the European dictators 
had done. He did not want to start civil disobedience 
in a huff. 

"He was in a better position to talk to Britain after 
Ramgarh than before. The stalemate on the Western 
Front had ended and Germany had rolled up the map 
in Denmark and Norway and Britain’s difficulties on 
the continent had increased." 

“ I would not hit below the belt, said Gandhi in 
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Germany after the Great War were ’responsible for 
checking the spread of Red revolution in that country. 
In India Gandhi saw to it that the country did not 
fall under the influence of the Reds during war 
as France was before the military clique in alliance 
with foreign Fascists crushed communists. 

. Discussing the prospects of Civil'Disobedience in 
April he wrote : — 

‘"Now Civil Disobedience* if it is really civil, must 
appear so even to the opponent. He must feel that 
the resistance is not intended to do him any harm. 
At the present moment the average Englishman 
thinks that non-violence is merely a cloak- The 
Leaguers think that Civil Disobedience is aimed at 
them more than at the British. 

“I protest with all the strength at my command 
that, so far as I am concerned, there is no desire what- 
soever to embarrass the British especially at a time 
when it is a question of the life and death with them. 
All I want the Congress to do through Civil Dis- 
obedience is to deny the British Government tbe 
moral influence which the Congress co-operation 
would give. The material resources of India and her 
man-power are already being exploited by the British 
Government by reason of their control of the whole 
of this sub-Continent. 

“So far as I can see at present mass Civil Dis- 
obedience is most unlikely. The choice lies between 
individual Civil Disobedience on a large scale, very 
restricted or confined only to one. In every case, 
there must be the backing of the whole of the 
official Congress organization and the millions who 
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Chamberlain played a dual role, listening to the 
Czechs’ as well as Hitler so Lord Linlithgow heard 
Gandhi as well as Jinnah, and while he showed himself 
sympathetic to the Congress leader he encouraged 
the Muslim Leaguers to carry on the campaign for 
division of India. 

This could at least show that there was lack fo 
agreement among the Indians. 

The. League leader who had been so far never 
summoned by the Viceroy thought it a great honour 
and imagined that India’s destiny finally rested in 
his hands. Inside the Congress, while the left headed 
by Nehru did not show any enthusiasm for such 
negotiations and let Gandhi act, the right with 
Rajgupalachariar and Satyamurti as its spokesmen 
wanted to bask in the sun while the fair-weather at 
Delhi lasted. The result of all their endeavours was 
the Poona offer which suggested formation of a 
National Government at Delhi, out of the parties of 
the present Central Legislature having full powers and 
functioning during the War. After which a constituent 
Assembly could frame a constitution for India. 

The Viceroy 4:ondescended to consider it. Wires 
buzzed between Delhi and Whitehall, just as they 
did between Paris, London and Berchtessgaden. The 
British had decided on their plan of action. It was 
not one of partition of country as it happened in case 
of Czechoslovakia but much worse, and that was a 
tacit approval of Jinnah’s plans of partition, a licence 
to him to go on creating endless tension ; and finally 
maintaining the status quo in India. It was a clever 
move calculated to prevent Congress from acting and 
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aplined solJiers they were, they were upable to put the 
interpretation on the struggle Gandhi had done. They 
did not consider it for freedom of speech and writing 
to preach against War. So far as they were con- 
cerned they wanted the war to continue imagining 
that the scales would turn ultimately against Britain. 
In other words the average Satyagarahi was not 
actuated by the lofty humanist ideals of Pacifism 
of Gandhi, but by crule anti-British feelings. He. 
therefore, resented the slow pace of movement and the 
steriotyped speeches he had to deliver before courting 
imprisonment which were far from proving a 
catharises for his pent up emotions. 

So when he came in prison, there was a sense 
of bewilderment and of frustration. This is not to say 
if he had been violent outside he would have felt 
peaceful in prison. It was because he did not know 
what he was fighting for. The non-violent resistance 
to war, freedom of speech, Venoba Bhave, and finally 
the fact that Government dared not arrest Gandhi 
all this baffled the Satyagarahi. The tail ominously 
wagged in the Satyagarah, and the last batches came 
at great intervals while rainy of those leaders who 
were released never offered themselves for re-arrest. 

Jawaharlal Nehru’s thunderous speech and the 
heavy sentence passed on him, was the only notable 
event of this remarkable Satyagarah. Many other 
leaders were arrested after him and though individual 
Congressmen continued to trickle into prison even in 
the spring of 1941 the movement had spent its force. 

Was it then only a freak of the Wardha ascetic ? 
The Anglo-Indian papers called all those arrested for 
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as could be gleaned from the press in England and 
America -which was not completely subversive 
to Anglo-Saxon Imperialism, was tremendous. After 
the Russo-German war these newspapers and many 
others which had so far remained indifferent to Indian 
situation, carried on campaign on behalf of India, and 
the demand for release of Nehru and other leaders 
first came from America. 

To the British tne Civil Disobedience as it had 
taken place was a great relief and though their Press 
in India might call the Congressmen as cranks they 
were in no mood to face a complicated situation in 
India. The battle of Britain was yet -undecidcd- 
The Nazis had spread into South Eastern Europe, 
America, though a steady stream of supplies from 
there continued to flow t» Britain, was far off. 
The Japs were getting impatient in the east. If they 
attacked and Indians were in revolt, the British might 
have to skutde the Na-vy and fight from Canada, as an 
American writer suggested. 

Hence the reluctance to arrest fendhi or to treat 
the'.Congrass movement as revolt of the Indian people. 
They took it good htimonredly, as the Ascuith 
Government did the demonstrations of suffragettes 
in 1909. 

Gandhi and Linlithgow, each knowing the other’s 
intentions and reserves of strength, played for rime 
and refused to he drawn into a Snal struggle. 

The treacherous attack of Germany on Russia 
createa quire a new situation. The communists 
were out of the anti-war front. They were appealing 
for solidarity -with Russia and called it a people’s war. 
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still in prison. It was he who embodied the sentiments 
of the socialists and knew] how best to translate them 
into action. 

' Till he came out Gandhi did nothing. His lieu- 
tenant Patel when released in August 1941, declared 
that nothing had happened to alter the situation. 

The ** all or nothing demand.” that Gandhi had to 
put forward later on had already begun to take shape 
in his mind. 

By opposing the splitting up of India in three parts 
as envisaged by Cripps scheme Gandhi had dropped a 
hint to his fallowers, that Pakistan was only a kite 
being flown by the idle, rich rulers of the Muslim 
League and should in no way deter the Congress 
from giving its suitable reply to Cripps scheme. The 
• articles which followed in the Harijan on the subject 
of communal unity were written in a similar strain. 
Instead of the former slogan that unity should precede 
•Independence, now Gandhi said that Independence 
should come first. And if a struggle was to be 
launched, it should not be given up due to fears of 
communal riots. That had been the main argument of 
Gandhi against the intensification of his Civil Disobe- 
dience in 1940. Now he saw that the comraunalists 
were receiving official encouragement from England, 
and Stafford Cripps was putting forward hare-brained 
schemes about partition of India. If they did not 
come very near to what t he Muslim League, wanted 
it was because the British Government was seeking 
. to excite the imagination of the Muslim Leaguers and 
then either to leave them high and dry or to let them 
be hostile towards the Congress. The astute politi- 
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CHAPTER III 
GANDHI MILITANT 

The statements of Jawahar Lai Nehru and the 
military reverses suffered by the British and Ameri- 
cans in the Far East led to a searching of hearts on 
both sides. There was no doubt about it that in those 
early days of 1941, Nehru anxious to help Russia and 
China desired an honourable understanding with the 
British. The British not knowing where the Japs 
might stop, once the steam roller had moved over 
Malaya and Singapore, and sharply criticised by the 
angered Americans, sent out Sir Stafford Cripps. 
Gandhi who had no illusions left about Britain let 
Azad and Nehru have their way, just as he allowed 
the Poona offer to be made to Great Britain. The 
man who drafted the Poon Resolution, C. Rajagopala- 
chariar was still in favour of a settlement with Britain. 
In order to make the confusion between his views and 
that of Azad and Nehru clear it is necessary to 
declare that while these two represented the Left 
in the Congress, Rajaji was the spokesman of that 
faction of the Congress Right which was most enthusi- 
astic about Congress Parliamentary programme and 
which wanted to avoid as far as possible a rupture 
with Britain. If it could have its way it would have ' 
agreed to accept from Britain much less than what 
Azad and Nehru wanted. It was not particularly 
enamoured of Russia and China. It was anti-Japanese 
because it believed that under Jap domination India 
would not have even the elementary liberties it had 
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wished to obstruct settlement he would not have 
allowed the Poona offer to be made. The National 
Congress had given him full powers, and he could 
turn down that proposal. It is reducing politics to 
acrobatics,. by one day calling Gandhi friend of Britain 
and Nehru and Azad its enemies and the next day 
doing the reverse. As a matter of fact all the three 
stood by their historic utterances after the outbreak 
of war and their present attitude was the natural climax 
of their past policy. Britain had made an offer of a 
very spurious value. Was it any wonder that the 
Congress refused to touch it with the longest pair of 
tongs ? And as for what Gandhi said about Cripps as 
much had been said by several of his compatriots who 
did not see eye to eye with him before Hitler’s march 
into Russia. 

It was even feared that while in Russia he might play 
into the hands of reactionaries at home. As he did 
achieve many good th ings while in Russia, his critics 
though unanimous in saying that co-operation with' 
Government had made him shed much of his 
extremism : nevertheless paid tribute to what he had 
done. If he had done anything useful in India, all 
that had been said about him by Gandhi and other 
people would have been easily forgotten once the 
controversy was over and Gandhi himself would 
have come f.irward to appreciate him. But as things 
were, he could only be treated as a gift horse of 
Britain, to be handled cautiously. 

Because Gandhi turned out to be right, the remark 
about Cripps made by him was echoed everywhere. 
He was liimself silent on this matter while the conver- 
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their approbation before undertaking this very difficult 
mission. If it be said in answer that he could not very 
well do so, that is exactly what I mean when I say 
that, having become part of the machinery, he was 
bound to fall under its spell and could not do the 
obvious thing, ” 

This outspoken criticism of Cripps scheme marked 
a new phase of Gandhi’s attitude towards the British. 
Instead of the bed-and-kitchen sentimentalism that 
was formerly lavished on them, due to the embarrass^ 
ing situation created by German and later on the Jap 
Blitz, we find here a veiled attempt to unmask the 
war time diplomacy of John Bull. Gandhi’s 
pacifism no longer clouds his vision. He does not 
speak for himself alone, but for the whole Congress 
when he talks about the unsatisfactory proposals put 
forward in the Cripps scheme. The hostility towards 
Dominionstatus expressed by Gandhi confirmed his 
past views on the subject, and showed that he, suppo- 
V sedly a moderate as compared to Nehru and Bose, 
could have nothing to do with a scheme which did not 
admit India’s right to complete Independence. 

The Qaid-i-Azam taking his cue from Stafford 
Cripps forthwith announced with the blare of trum- 
pets that he would be no party to any National 
Government that did not concede Pakistan. 

Besides Junnah the Cripps partition scheme encour- 
aged another notable Indian.leader in his will o’ the 
wisp ideas of Pakistan ; namely Shri Rajgopal Chariar, 

This gallent Madras Statesmen was struck with 
an idea that if only Congress and League agreed on 
the plan of vivasection of India a National Goven- 
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substantially the same as those of Nehru and Azad, 
it was said that he had from behind the scenes tor- 
pedoed the Cripps scheme. The statement was only 
partially correct. Gandhi had begun to talce keen 
interest in day-to-day matters, and to clear the decks 
for action but he had not so far put any clean cut 
programme before the nation. 

This was to happen gradually. Great opposition 
had to be weeded out, before the disillusionment 
expressed with Cripps scheme coxfld find an outlet in 
some suitable action against the British, *The attack 
of Japan had created considerable dissensions in 
Congress. The tight hole in which the British found 
themselves, was a favourable opportunity for any 
compromise. The result was that age-old protago- 
nists of policy of appeasement like Rajagopalachariar 
and Satyamurd, as well as sincere left wing leaders 
like Nehru and Azad, who wanted a world front 
against fascism, based on free and equal partnership 
among the United Nations, had their say. Apart 
from these there was a small faction, which was lean- 
ing towards the Axis and wanted to pull chestnuts 
out of fire, even if the fire was lit on their own soil 
by the British and the Japs. 

In face of such medley in Congress, Gandhi had 
remained in the background. But clearly this con- 
fusion could not last for long. The climax was reached 
at Allahabad meeting of A. I. C. C., where as the sub- 
sequent publishing, of allegedly secret A. I. C. C. 
circulars by the Government showed, there were as 
many different voices as the number of resolutions. 
Rajagopalachariar was dropped out after heated 
discussions over his scheme. The rest disagreed 
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understood the other’s view point and adjusted himself 
to it. 

Besides the resolution on India’s national demands 
passed at A. I. C- C. meeting several other resolutions 
inspired by Gandhi had been passed at that meeting 
while the Congress leaders had been parleying with 
Britain, Gandhi had been actively interesting himself 
in the conditions of Indians in Burma, the behaviour 
of United Nations Army of occupation in India, the 
scorched earth policy etc. 

The refugees from Burma had brought about 
harrowing tales of their sufferings. The British and 
the Japs had fought in Burma with as little disregard 
of the lives of the Indians and the Burmese as has 
been exhibited by the belligerent Powers towards the 
peoples of Egypt, Libya and Tunisia. Just as the 
peoples in these countries of North Africa are merely 
pawns in the game of power politics and are subject- 
ed to intense suffering and bombardment by both 
sides without any hope of freedom at the end of war 
or indeed any change from their present condition of 
servility, except the change of masters ; so the people 
of Burma served as cannon fodder to the rival com- 
batants fighting over their prostrate bodies for the 
possession of oil and other rich products. 

The battle for Burma was of as great interest to 
us as the battles in the Balkans were to Russia 
before the invasion of that country in June 1941. 
India’s concern was twofold— for the safety of its 
people there and secondly the lesson to be learned 
from the military disaster which had overtaken the 
sister country accross the border with whose people 
it had centuries old ties. It sympathised with them 
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in gagging the activities of the left press. 

Thus the carrying on of campaign against the 
policy of the “rump Council" at Delhi in columns 
of “Harijan" was no easy matter. 

Danger of Government interference before the 
opinion of the people had been fully mobilised was 
always there. And over the A. I C. C. meeting 
itself, the Government- and its Home Member 
Maxwell had a strict eye just as Morrison had over 
the deliberations of People’s Convention in London. 

Several resolutions were passed. Among them 
was the one dealing with the question of Burma and 
the behaviour of Army of occupation in India. The 
latter question had received greater publicity in 
" Harijan,” because every day complaints had poured 
to Gandhi, about the indecent behaviour of foreign 
soldiers towards Indian, women. Power-drunk for- 
eign soldiers treated the womenfolk of this country 
much as the Prussian soldiers did in France after the 
war of 1870 or the Jap soldiers did in N.inking after its 
occupation in 1938. It was left to Guy de Maupassant 
to inculcate a spirit of insurrection among his country- 
men by painting the true picture of Prussian officers 
and soldiers in his immortal piece Boul-de-Souf (the 
ball of Fat), and thus make it possible for his country- 
men to clear their land of foreign soldiers. Again in 
China in an our own times'it was Chiang-Kai-Shek and 
great leaders of Chinese eighth route army who after 
the rape of Nanking pledged themselves to clear off 
the Japs from their soil by a concerted military action. 
They are fulfilling their pledge to-day, 

Gandhi had .the statesmanship of Chaing-Kai-Shek 
and the imagination of Guy de Maupassant, and his 
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violence but es an appeal to their good sense. 

All this was not likely to keep the cause of the 
united nations. Consider, for instance, the case of 
Roumania. She is an ally of Germany* Roumanians, 
however, unwillingly fight side by side with the German 
li/dhrmacht. Suppose the German soldiers were to 
indulge in the orgies of King Carol picking up each 
a Lupescue, while the Roumanians were asked to aid 
them in Russia, there is no doubt that to a man the 
Roumanians would refuse. The whole German military 
machine would collapse. The Nazis could very well 
do such a thing in a country which they treated as a 
slave state like Yugoslavia, where they could not get 
any military aid for Russia but they could not do it 
in Roumania or Hungary or Italy. 

That is about the country whose collaboration with 
Roumanians is not the pattern we wish to follow. 
India if it were free would not want the sort of 
alliance Germans and Roumania had. It wants 
to aid the Allies as entirely an Independent Nation. 

But the British behaviour was not even what the 
Nazis were doing in Roumania. It was much worse. 
It was clear they did not want to enlist India for 
freedom on side of Allies as Gandhi wanted, but to 
keep it in subjection. 

No wonder then that in May 1942 when an American 
journalist asked Gandhi if his demand were accepted 
would it not increase insecurity in the country, he re- 
plied that insecurity had become chronic. It was no 
longer felt, but the disease which was not felt was worse 
than which was felt. Such was his view at that time. 
Living in an atmosphere of intense crises, he had begun 
to feel that the situation that he faced had come to stay. 
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denunciation of it in Harijan had contributed much 
to increase the hostility between the two. Besides, 
the industrialists saw dreams of a free outlet for 
laissez faire in an independent India governed by 
their friends, the Congressmen. Like Fritz Thyssin 
and other German industrialists who financed Hitler 
to beneift from .Revolution, the Indian Captains 
of Industry aided the Congress so that they should 
have their place secure when the British cleared the 
decks. 

Thus psychologically and politically never was ' 
time more ripe for putting forward India's demand. 
From Allahabad A.I.C.C. meeting down to July 1942, 
Gandhi had continuously warned the British Govern- 
ment by writing articles in Harijan about the great 
need of accepting India’s demand and dire conse? 
quences which would follow if it was not done so. 
As the Viceroy and his advisers continued to ignore 
the voice of Gandhi, it was decided at the Working 
Committee meeting in mid-July to implement the 
Allahabad Resolution with some decisive action, such 
as Civil Disobedience movement on a large scale. 

The resolution called for an alliance between a 
free India and United Nations as a military need if 
disaster was to be averted. It read : 

The Committee views with dismay the deterio-. 
ration of situation on the Russian and Chinese fronts 
and conveys to the Russian and Chinese people its 
high appreciation of their heroism in defence of their 
freedom. This increasing peril makes it incumbent 
on all those who strive for freedom and who sympa- 
thise with the victims of aggression to examine the 
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and oppressed humanity on the side of the united 
nations, and give these natoins, whose ally India 
would be, the moral and spiritual leadership of the 
world. India in bondage will continue to be the 
symbol of British Imperialism and the taint of that 
Imperialism will affect the fortunes of all the United 
Nations”. And having declared India’s freedom in- 
dispensable for winning the war, the Commicte did 
not talk about embarrassing the British Government. 
That epoch was over, when action had to be taken 
very guardedly, because in a war of rival Imperiahsm, 
slightest action against one might have benefited the 
other. Now it was different. The war was a 
people’s war in which the people of Russia and China 
were making a heroic stand. Not acting now was 
stabbing those gallant people in the back. And yet 
how to act? With the British determined to keep 
the control of war in hands of a white bureaucracy, 
acting under them without people of India being 
sadsSed first was not only betraying the cause 
of India, but also of the United Nations. The 
Congress did not want India to become a second 
Burma. It chose its form of action, which was non-co- 
operating with the British, leaving them alone 
responsible for the reverses, if^ver it came to that in 
India. The people were called to action in the follow- 
ing words : — 

The earnest appeal of the Working Committee 
to Great Britain and the United Nations has so 
far met with no response, and criticism made in 
many foreign quarters have shown an ignorance 
of India's and the world’s need and sometimes even 
hostility to Indie’s freedom, which is significant 
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France did the appeals of Austrian Chancellor Schu- 
schningg before the Anschluss. 

So Gandhi went ahead, bitterly disillusioned with 
all western powers and with unflinching faith in the 
righteousness of his cause, saying : — 

" Even if all the United Nations oppose me, even if 
the whole of India tried to persuade me that I am 
wrong, I will go ahead not for India’s sake alone but 
for sake of the world.” And again : 

“ 1 have pledged the Congress will do or die.” 

The next day after this speech, with the suddenness 
which the Nazis exhibited in pouring their troops 
into the Austria soil and arresting Schuschnigg and 
other leaders, the British Government with evident 
knowledge of Washington ordered the arrest of all 
Congress leaders. Hitler had his Seyess Inquarts 
in Austria to betray their fellow countrymen and be 
instrumental in arrest of the Austrian leader. The 
British had the rump Council of Viceroy’s Indian 
advisers who were a party to that infamous coup at 
Bombay on August 10. It was Sunday. And it proved 
to be as much tragic day in our history as the bloody 
Easter Sunday of year 1917 was to the Irishmen. 

Arrests of Gandhi and Congress leaders was 
followed by riots and bloodshed. In spite of Gandhi's 
warning against violence, the passions were let loose 
and heavy toll of life was recorded on the first day 
Other leaders were rounded up in their respective 
provinces. The movement once the leaders were im- 
pressed fell in the hands utterly irresponsible people 
and what was aimed at to be passive resistance on the 
widest possible scale became a violent struggle. 
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may be' anti-Fascist and fighting the war to end 
slavery in the world, the British Government have not 
shed its imperialist outlook. 

The Soviet'^ attitude about Bylo Russia and 
•Ukranian population in Poland ; coupled with Stalin's 
distinction about defeat of German Government as 
opposed to suppression of German people show that 
differences very real exist. 

Madame Chiang Kai'shek has voiced the dis- 
illusionment of her country . with British policy, in her 
recent speech before U. S. A. Congress. 

Such being the state of affairs, psychologically, we 
have much in common with the Russian and the 
Chinese. Our grievances are similar. The men who 
refuse to try Hess ate also the men who refuse to 
release Gandhi or alternatively to try him. 

The Russian and Chinese people should consider 
India as a part of their broad strategy which aims at 
final annihilation of Fascism. 

India's sympathy for these two countries is well 
known. So far as their intervention in Indian affairs 
is concerned, Gandhiji writing .in "Harijan" before his 
arrest, had said : — 

“So far as we are concerned, we have closed 
our hearts. As we have said in our resolution, all 
hopes have been dashed to pieces. .The burden is 
shifted. But it is open to America to Britain, to 
China, and even to Russia to plead for India which 
is pining for freedom. And if an acceptable proposal 
is made it would certainly be open to the Congress 
or any other party to entertain or accept it. It 
would be churlish on our part if we said we don’t 
want to talk to anybody and we will by our own 
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Government at Delhi should also think what they are 
doing. They still enjoy some popularity, among 
certain members of their community, if not among 
Nationalist-minded India. It is unlikely that any 
right thinking mm should support them if the 
Congress leaders continue to remain in prison for 
some months more. And what have these Quislings 
got in return for serving John Bull? The powers 
that Britain has delegated to them are not a fraction 
of powers which Hitler's Quislings like Laval enjoy. 
They have not the powers of Laval, but of Petain. 
Neither Britain trusts them nor Nationalist India. 
They might still think if the game is worth the 
candle. 

As sure as Petain’s regime collapsed in France, 
one day this Puppet Government at Delhi must 
resign, followed by not a Laval regime, for the only 
Laval that we had in India the late Sir Sikandar is 
dead — but by either an allied military occupation, 
with General Blissel of American forces having the 
powers of the German General Von Stulpangel in 
France, and with Viceroy as a kind of England’s 
High Commissioner in American India or alter- 
natively the coming to power of India’s General 
de Gaul — Gandhi who lies imprisoned in Aga Khan 
Palace. 




